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WELCOME TO THE
CLASS OF 2001
by Ebony L. Odoms
Congratulations and welcome to the
Class of 2001 ! As you enter the
University of Dayton I hope that you
are ready to face the many challenges
that lie ahead. On behalf of The Black
Perspective I would like to extend to
you a warm and cheerful welcome. I
hope that you will take the time to
participate in the many organizations
and activities that are provided here
for you.
Serving as the eyes, ears and voice
of UD's African American community,
we look forward keeping you updated
with the latest in entertainment,
upcoming events and campus
information, and we look forward to
receiving any submissions from you,
the Black community.
Not only is there an African
American student publication at your
disposal, but there are also other
organizations ready for your input. The
Ebony Heritage Singers, Black Action
Thru Unity, the National Society for
Black Engineers, and historical black
fraternities and sororities are designed
with the student in mind. The student
Government Association also has
positions available for students eager to
get involved.
So as you begin to set the path of
your future don't forget to get involved!
Use all of the resources that are
provided for you here at UD. Believe
me, it will make your college
experience a more exciting and
fulfilling one!
The genius of our black foremothers
and forefathers was ... to equip black
folk with cultural armor to beat back
the demons of hopelessness,
meaninglessness, and lovelessness.
Corne/ West

Betty Shabazz 1936-1997

by Deomi Crume

Betty Shabazz, wife of slain Civil
Rights leader Malcolm X, passed away
this summer as a result of third degree
burns over 80% of her body. The burns
were the result of a tragic fire set by her
12 year old grandson, Malcolm, the
namesake of his late grandfather.
The young Malcolm was sent to his
grandmother's to live as a result of the
problems he and his mother Qubilah,
were facing. Malcolm pleaded guilty to
the juvenile equivalent of seconddegree manslaughter and seconddegree arson. He has received an 18
month sentence to be served at
Hillcrest, a center for troubled
youngsters in Lenox, Mass.
Sister Betty, born May 28, 1936 in
Detroit, Ml to a middle-class family,
pursued a career as a registered nurse.
She also became a member of the
Nation of Islam where she would later
meet and marry the late Malcolm X
in 1958.
Betty Shabazz witnessed the
assassination of her husband on
February 21, 1965 in Harlem's
Audobon Ballroom. Also witnessing
their father's death were her four small
children, she was also pregnant with
twins. She remained strong to raise her
six daughters alone.

After brother Malcolm's death,
Shabazz earned an advanced degree in
early childhood education. She worked
as Director of Institutional
Advancement, Public Affairs at Medgar
Evers University in New York.
Through the years she became an
expert on many educational issues. She
continued to be an activist for the idea
of black self-help that her husband
abided by.
A symbol of hope and role model for
all, this admirable woman will be
greatly missed.

Belly Shabazz with four of her daughters i11 I 969.

PRESIDENT WANTS MORE DIVERSITY

m

o you know who the new SGA
President is? Well just in case
you were wondering, it's
junior, political science major Chris
Woodard. This 21 year-old native of
Cincinnati is UD's second African
American President!
I asked Chris what he would like to
see happen this 1997-98 school year
and this is what he told me.

• Chris:

To see SGA do things
better, to do a better job of
meeting students needs,
and to provide better on
campus entertainment.

Danielle:

Chris:
Danielle:

Chris:

For what reasons did you
run for the SGA Presidential
position?
I wanted to see some
changes in student
government and by placing
myself in a strong political
position, I could try to make
those changes.

Danielle:

Chris:
Danielle:

What are your goals this
year as President?

.D L.J1C.U PtlUP.l;CTIV-1;
The Black Perspective is a University of
Dayton student-run and operated publication. This paper aims to be the eyes, ears,
and voice of the U D African-American community. The genera I editors urge the student
body to use this paper to publicize their
upcoming events and to express their thought
on issues/events (national, state, local etc.)
that affect the African-American community. This paper reflects the intelligence and
determination that exist within the
African-American community on this campus. The paper solicits student writings in
all forms: editorials, feature articles, commentaries, poetry, or any other forms that
address relevant issues. The editors do
reserve the right to edit material and to
choose material that will be published;
however, only material that is presented
in a derogatory manner will be rejected.
The paper accepts writings from all
U D students.

Submissions may be sent to
Black Perspective

c/o Diverse Student Populations
101 O'Reilly Hall
Dayton, OH 45401-0812
odomsebl@flyernet.udayton.edu
Co-Editors

Ebony L. Odoms
Natanya Pritchett
Senior Writers

Deomi Crunie
Eric Hill
Danielle Vancleaf
BA TU Representative

by Danielle Vanqeaf

Danielle:

Do you feel any extra
pressure or responsibility
being the second Black
President?
When it comes to the issue
of diversity on campus I
do. I would like to see
more diversity.
Did you solicit Black
organizations during your
campaign? Why or why
not? What organizations
did you solicit?
My running mate, Jill
Clarida and I did not do a
lot of soliciting to clubs
and organizations. We felt
that our message should be
more important. Timing
was also a factor. We did
not join the campaign until
the last minute.
What type of personality
do you have? Are you a
loner or social?

Chris:

I am a very social person! In
this position you have to be
willing to be very involved.

Well from the sounds of it, I think we
picked the right man for the job! With a
major in political science and the will
to get involved, Chris is sure to have a
great year! When I asked him if here
was anything else he would like to add
he responded, "The last Black President
held this position between twenty to
thirty years ago. I hope it doesn't take
another twenty to thirty years for there
to be another after me. Maybe this will
open up some doors ... "
Hopefully it will Chris. Good luck
this year!

Upcoming Events
September 15-0ctober 13
(Call x3634 for details)
Tues., Sept. 16

EHS Rehearsal 6-8 p.m. (Every Tuesday)

Wed., Sept. 17

Distinguished Speakers Series, Isabel Allende

Thur., Sept. 18

B.A.T.U. Meeting (6:00 p.m. 101 O'Reilly)

Sat., Sept. 20

A0A Party (9:06 p.m. KU Ballroom)

Sat., Sept. 27

B.A.T.U. Retreat

Mon., Sept. 29

AKA - Ladies Talk
(8:30 p.m. Marycrest Ground Middle)

Tues., Sept. 30

AKA-Mr. Pink Panther Informational
(8:00 p.m. Marycrest Ground Middle)

Sat., Oct. 4th

Gospel Music Workshop

Sun., Oct. 5th

Gospel Music Workshop Concert
Humanities Plaza

Mon., Oct. 13

Columbus Day (no classes)

Rashad Young
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THE SUMMER OF A LIFETIME
by Eric Hill
This past summer, I had the most
rewarding experience a student could
have, an internship with Major League
Basebal I. For eight weeks, I was a
community promotions intern for
Pinnacle All-Star Fanfest in Cleveland,
home of the Cleveland Indians and the
1997 All-Star Game. What is Fanfest,
you may ask? Well, Pinnacle All Star
Fanfest (PASFF) is a production,
theatrical show sponsored by Pinnacle
brand trading cards where people of all
ages can visit 30 baseball theme
attractions, similar to the NBA's Jam
Session. For instance, people could visit
the Collectors Showcase exhibit filled
with baseball collectibles, or pay
tribute to the commemoration of the
Negro Leagues and the 50th
anniversary of Jackie Robinson's
breaking of the color barrier. PASFF
had interactive pitching and batting
cages, diamond clinics that hosted MLB
players and coaches, entertainment,
and etc. This baseball extravaganza's
dimensions were about 315,000 square
feet and was housed in the Cleveland
Convention Center during July 4
through July 9, 1997.

PINNACLE®

My job consisted of marketing
strategies to get people to buy tickets to
Fanfest. We defined our target market
and created plans to where we can
promote our show, such as Cleveland
Indians games, little league games, and
other prime locations that matched our
target market demographics. We also
distributed literature about Fanfest
along with implementing a schedule
where our driving impressions vehicle
(billboard truck) would drive all over
the Cleveland area to promote Fanfest.
During the show, another intern and I
acted as greeters for special VIPs and

Media correspondents at the special
Fanfest entrance gates. There I met
many baseball celebrities including
Tony Gywnn, All-Star outfielder of
the San Diego Padres, Ozzie Smith,
former All-Star of the St. Louis
Cardinals and host of This Week in
Baseball, and Steve Levy of ESPN's
Baseball Tonight.
Though it didn't sell as many tickets
as previous locations (San Diego,
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh) it was still a
successful turnout. The event sold more
than 90,000 tickets and the city of
Cleveland brought in $37 million from
both Fanfest and the All-Star Game. I
also saw some Indians games and the
1997 All-Start Game which was
nationally televised in millions of
homes on the Fox Network.
When it was all said and done, I was
proud of what I accomplished.
Becoming a responsible person in the
work force and living on my own away
from home. I was truly blessed to have
the opportunity to work at a profitable
internship that built great experience
and confidence to my well being.

DEFINITION PETITION
September 1997

Emerge Magazine -

"Anyone can be a nigger. A nigger is any ignorant person," Kathryn Williams, curator at the Museum of African American
History in Flint, Ml, always explained. So, when a young boy asked recently, "Am I a nigger because I'm Black?" she said
"No child, go look up the word in the dictionary." When the boy returned, he read with disappointment, " 1: a black person
2: ... member of any dark-skinned race."
Williams was appalled. She hopes to gather enough support from NAACP chapters and Black media to demand a revision.
She asks that letters be sent to the:
Language Research Service
Merriam-Webster Inc.
P.O. Box 281
Springfield, MA 01102
Or call (413) 734-3134.
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THE COLORS
Submitted by David Lawrence
Last year I remember when we said
"Still I Rise." How far since then have
we risen? The colors of that frame of
mind were Red and Black. Red for the
bloodline connecting us as Brother and
Sister; and Black representing "us." This
year Black and Silver represent "our"
intellectual emotion. Seems like that
color Black keeps coming back.
Doesn't it? Why does the Black have to
come back? Black comes back because
it never leaves. It is existent at a 2%
minimal in us all. Black is infinite, just
as is knowledge. Black makes you feel.
Black changes an evening dress into a
statement and a look into an attitude.
Black makes you feeeeeeel. Silver by its
side provides the essence of what Black
forgets, but needs. Silver is
compassionate towards Black,
accenting their appearance together.
Silver is the metal that pounds Black
coal into priceless diamonds. Silver can
not exist without Black. And Black
could not live without Silver. Is it
because that silver turns into money
green? Not in this ghetto. This ghetto is
here in your face. To your left and
your right.

This ghetto is above your eyes, but
beneath your naps. No matter how bald
or permed your head is. This ghetto
represents itself through the colors
Black and Silver. The ghetto
explanation of the colors deep.
Check it out. ..
My ghetto is Black and Silver. The
Black represents our language, but not
them damn ebonies. Cuz you see, our
spectacular street vernacular can't be
taught. It has to be earned and learned
through the environment in which you
live. So don't degrade the Black by
grammatically melting ebony with
phonics. Black represents the
complexity of my ghetto. In my ghetto,
being Black, wearing black, hanging
with black, chillin' with my man
named Black is all good. In my ghetto,
the womenz lips are painted black,
clothes are black, hair is black, talk
black and "I don't be meaning like um
diss. 11 In my ghetto Black represents the
strength of a people tired of being taken
apart, put apart from the start, hearts
torn apart, families born apart, ripped
apart and frustrated because our ghetto
is so complex that we have live apart

because we haven't mastered the art of
living together. From this day on let
Black represent love. This way Love is
always with you.
In this same ghetto Silver reminds us
of the change we need to make; the
change received from breaking off
dollars in our own communities. Silver
reminds us of a metal that slave masters
used as medals to dangle on the necks,
ankles and wrists of our ancestors.
Silver reminds us of metal pieces that
turn green when played in a slot
machine and that my Brothers and
Sisters building houses six feet deep
and four feet wide. Silver reminds us of
the water in the tears of parents that cry
because their child is off to college.
That same water sometimes flows
because when their child comes home
for the summer, my ghetto might
decide to snatch their baby's life. Let
Silver now represent family. Family that
is unbroken as a chain, but not
restraining or painful as a shackle. Let
Black and Silver represent LOVE and
FAMILY. Now let us DEFEAT THE

GHETTO COMPLEX ...

Defeating the Ghetto Complex
Under leadership
we have come into the
ghetto; by service within the ranks we may
work our way out of it. Under leadership we have been constrained
to do the biddings of others; by service we may work out a program in the
light of
our own circumstances. Under leadership we have become poverty-stricken; by
service we may teach the
masses how to earn a living
honestly. Under leadership we have been made
to despise our own possibilities and
develop into parasites; by service
we may prove sufficient
unto the task of
self-development
and contribute
our part to
modem culture.
-~tj,.'1(/~4

~ITTING ON~
.D! NC.U ~O ffi!W.U~!
AFRICAN AMERICAN Showcase
Welc~me to the African American Showcase, each month two prominent African
Amer,ca~s (male and female) will be featured in the Black Perspective. This
months issue features Maya Angelou and Cornell West.

,,.,

~

....

Pr-. C-on,e:-11 W~t
Maya Angelou, the 1992 Presidential
Poet Laureate, was born Marguerite Annie
Johnson on April 4, 1928 in St. Louis
Missouri. She attended George Washington
High School in San Francisco, California
and studied dance and drama at the
California Labor School. In 1970 Angelou
received the Yale University Fellowship and
was made Rockefeller Foundation Scholar in
1975.
Ms. Angelou has performed all over the
country reciting her works and promoting
the works of other great African American
authors. Ms. Angelou has also performed at
the Victoria theater here in Dayton, Ohio.
Some of her more famous works include
poems such as "Phenomenal Woman," "Still
I Rise," and her autobiographical novel "I
Know Why The Caged Bird Sings."
Angelou has a lifetime chair as the
Reynolds Professor of American Studies at
Wake Forest University. She continues to
inspire the world with her writings. She is
truly a Phenomenal woman.

Next Month ...
Johnetta Cole
&
KwesiMfume

Dr. Cornell West, Philosopher and
Professor of Religion and African American
Studies at Harvard University, was born in
Tulsa, Oklahoma on June 2, 1953. From the
age of eight, West had the desire to attend
Harvard University. This was due to his
identification with former President Teddy
Roosevelt, who like West had asthma, but
was able to overcome it , and attend
Harvard University. West saw his dream
come true and was able to graduate, Magna
Cum Laude with a B.A. Degree in Near
Eastern languages and Literature from
Harvard University. West went on to
receive his M.A. Degree from Princeton
University in 1975. He later received his
Ph.D. from Princeton in 1980.
West has had several influences including
philosopher Richard Porter, the Church, and
the Black Panthers, who taught West about
the effectiveness of activism. Although it
was in California that West began his
lifelong habit of protest (by refusing to
salute the American Flag because African
Americans were regarded as second class
citizens).
Dr. West has published several works
including his most noted work, "Race
Matters." Dr. West has also delivered
lectures at more than 100 colleges and
universities, including the University of
Dayton , in 1995.
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by Danielle Van(/eaf
I watch aman
raggedy and small
sitting on the bench
down near the corner store
I picture him
dignified and toll
as he may have once been
I wonder
am Ithe only one who notices
others seem to wolk by
looking straight on
os if he isn't here
Ithink they see him
but they look awoy in shame
and in fear
that some day it will be them
like him
sitting on abench
alone
somewhere
He looks lost and senseless
Are his thoughts of his time in his post
or have the drugs ond alcohol he used to evade his tears
clogged his mind and erased those years
I wonder if he knows
that he could make difference
that opiece of me is lost within him
He hos the history ond the knowledge that Ineed
locked owoy in the depths of his very being
his soul
Never to be shared
I wont to tell him that
he could be a teacher
I wont to yell that
someone really cores
why doesn't he see that within him ore
powers that could help stop
some of our society's
ignorance and fear
In my heart
I know it's too late
he is gone to use forever
now ;ust on old, withered, clueless man
sitting there
alone
oblivious to my stare

Money Talks - Definite Hit
by Ebony L. Odoms

When to catch
the flava on
Flyer Radio
1550 AM or l
98.1 FM or
Flyer Cable
Channel 3
Sunday

Bryce Butler
8:00 pm-10:00 pm

Monday

Nikeshea Spears
8:00 pm-10:00 pm

Tuesday

8:00plll" 10:00 pm

Chris Tucker, the Richard Pryor of the 90's

Seen any good movies lately?
Whether you have or not, Money Talks
is a must see comedy. Starring Chris
Tucker (whom some thought had fell
off the map) and Charlie Sheen, this
movie will keep you laughing the
whole way through.
Franklin Hatchett (Tucker), a car
wash owner and ticket scalper faces
trouble after television newsman James
Russel I (Sheen) decides to do a story on
ticket scalpers. With his face plastered
on the news, Hatchett ends up being
chained to a vicious international
diamond smuggler, Villard (Gerald
Ismael) and taken to the County jail.
During the ride Chris has you rolling as
he entertains Villard with renditions of
Michael Jackson songs, until that is the
bus is bombed, and Villard's crew
come to rescue him from being
convicted. Hatchett is then Villard's
hostage as a helicopter lifts them off to
safety. Soon after they realize Hatchett
is useless and plan to kill him, then
another cliffhanger begins as you are
wondering if he will escape.
Franklin then tries to re-enter his

Kam Siu

"ghetto fabulous" life but to his dismay
discovers that the news station has
pinned him as the bomber of the prison
bus. Now he is left with the task of
trying to clear his name. With no one to
trust, Franklin turns to the news reporter
that got him busted. Busy with wedding
plans, Russell must escort Hatchett to
his rehearsal dinner at his fiance
Grace's (Heather Locklear) fathers
Beverly Hills mansion. It is then when
Franklin tells Grace she is phat pretty, hot and tempting! And then
proceeds to ask her father for a Colt 45
while imposing as Diane Carroll's son .
Money Talks then careens into a
series of hair trigger escapes involving
phat cars, phat diamonds, a deadly
game of hide and seek and an
explosive finale at the Los Angeles
Coliseum. So if you are going out on a
date or just want a good laugh then this
is the movie to see. It's been out since
August 22nd so it may be at the dollar
show soon! I've already seen it twice
that' s how good it is! Both suspenseful
and hilarious, this movie is a must see!
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Wednesday Darren Nealy
8:00 pm-10:00 pm

Thursday

Akil Rucker &
Stacey Jackson
8:00 am-10:00 am

rdfany Wyatt &
Mary Wilriams
Blaclcbery Jams
8:00 pm-10:00 pm

Friday

Greg Williams &
Corey Alexander

8:00 pm-10:00 .pm

Saturday

Steve Diamond,
Eric & Shante
8:00 pm-10:00 pm

A WELCOME FROM THE BATU PRESIDENT
First let me say welcome to all of the
first year students attending UD we are
very excited to have you here and look
forward to your enthusiasm, support,
and energy. Another school year is
upon us and we are full of hope and
high expectations for what is sure to be
a phenomenal year. Black Action Thru
Unity (BATU) has been working hard
all summer to make sure that happens.
For those of you who were able to
make the first couple of meetings
you've heard me talk about the
organization's restructuring. Last year
we heard from a number of you that
you wanted to see a new BATU. You've
given us the charge to become the lead
organization responsive to the needs of
the Black students in our community.
To that end, my goal and pledge to you
is to work towards promoting unity in
our community, to provide culturally
expressive experiences and programs
for you to participate, and to influence
and shape university policy with
respect to issues that affect us as
African-Americans. The staff working
for you, the student, has been
expanded so that we can be more
effective in living up to our
responsibilities as the Black Student
Government Association at the
University of Dayton. The Executive
Committee, and new staff members are
committed to this campus and our
community; allow us this opportunity
to serve you.
I invite you to stop by the office of
Diverse Student Populations and share
your ideas, thoughts, and expectations
for the year. The members of the
Executive Committee have office hours
posted in DSP, so stop in and see us!
By the way, check out what is going on
for the month and come out and
support. We can't do this without you!

"This is what we came for!"

"Hey Meggan, how's that burger?"

Yours in unity,
Rashad M. Young, President
Black Action Thru Unity
BATU's Executive Committee
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian

Rashad Young
Briana Young
Meggan Johnson
Scarlett Taylor
Shalon Lockhart

Wanda and Ms. Henderson hooking it up!
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We can't carry the load ...
The Black Perspective
Accepting articles 250 - 300 words in length.

Editorials
Commentaries
Music Reviews
Movie Reviews
Poetry
Drop them off in Diverse Student Populations.
If you have any questions write Ebony odomsebl@flyernet. udayton. ed u.
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